


Pursuant to section 6 and 10 of the Ordinance, owner of amusement ride shall obtain a design approval before 
equipment installation and thereafter a permit to use and operate from Electrical and Mechanical Services 
Department (EMSD) before operating any amusement ride for use by members of the public. For application of 
kiddie ride, please refer to Part 2.

“Kiddie ride” means an amusement ride which is designed primarily for use by children aged not more than 12 
years; and having (a) a designed carrying capacity of not more than 100 kg; and (b) a motive power of not more 
than 1.1 kW.

The owner of a kiddie ride, either the licensee under the Places of Public Entertainment Ordinance (Cap 172) 
or the Amusement Game Centres Ordinance (Cap 435), a lessee or a hirer of the ride, shall obtain a permit to 
use and operate from EMSD before operating the kiddie ride for use by members of the public.

Applications for the permit to use and operate kiddie ride should be made to the General Legislation Division 
of EMSD.  The procedures for applications are as follows:
1. Complete the application form, Form 4, according to the given instructions and prepare the supporting  
 documents including:
 (i) Photograph of the kiddie ride.
 (ii) A location plan of the premises and a drawing showing dimensions of kiddie ride and the clearance from  
       nearby objects.
 (iii) A sample of notice of prohibited conduct for the attention of the riders.

a) Application forms could be obtained by either of the following ways:- 
i.  in person to the General Legislation Division, EMSD, 3 Kai Shing 
 Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong during office hours:
 Monday to Thursday 08:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 Friday 08:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 On Saturday, Sunday and public holiday, the office will be closed. 
ii. Download from the following link: 

https://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/other_regulatory_services/amusement_rides/how_to_apply/
index.html

b) For handing in the submissions, it may be submitted either by hand/by post to General Legislation Division of  
 EMSD, or via the email.

2. Appoint an independent Surveyor or Qualified Person to thoroughly inspect, examine, 
 test and certify the integrity of the ride.  Please see the following webpage for the list 
 of Surveyors and Qualified Persons.

https://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/other_regulatory_services/amusement_rides/registers/
index.html

Stage 2: Permit to Use and Operate
1. Submit operation manual, maintenance manual and emergency manual to EMSD.  In order to allow sufficient  
 time for EMSD to review the manuals prior to carrying out assessment to competent person as well as   
 survey to the ride, it is recommended to submit these manuals well before Stage 2.

2. Select an employee to apply for being the Competent Person.  Please see the 
following webpage for the details of application for approval as Competent Person.

3. Appoint an independent Surveyor to thoroughly inspect, examine, test and certify 
the integrity of the ride upon completion of the installation works.  Please see the 
following webpage for the list of Surveyors.
https://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/other_regulatory_services/amusement_rides/registers/
index.html

4. Complete the application form, Form 3, according to the given instructions.
Upon receipt of the application, the officer of EMSD will have an enrollment inspection on the ride before   

 issuing Form 5 (Permit to Use and Operate Amusement Ride). 

The permit system is divided into two stages, namely “Design Approval” before installation and “Permit to Use 
and Operate” upon completion of installation.  Applications should be made to the General Legislation Division 
of EMSD.  The application procedures are as follows:

Insufficient information in the submission may cause delay to the approval process.  Form 2 (Design Approv-
al) will be issued to the applicant for retention if the application is successful.  A location number will be 
assigned to the amusement ride for future reference.

Whenever there is any proposed major alteration that will make the design of the ride different from the 
original Form 2 approval, a further application has to be submitted to EMSD prior to alteration.

Stage 1: Design Approval
Installation works shall not commence until design approval is obtained.
1. Complete the application form, Form 1, according to the given instructions and prepare  
 the supporting documents on the details of the design, specification, method and   
 programme of installation of the amusement ride.  Detailed requirements are shown in  
 the “Code of Practice for Amusement Rides” at the following webpage.

https://www.emsd.gov.hk/filemanager/en/content_627/COP_Amusement_Rides.pdf
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