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Mr. Paul Chan, the Secretary for Development,
encouraged the academia, businesses, the
community and the Government to collaborate on
innovations and development of new technologies.
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The panel discussed a wide
range of topics for future
city development. Panelists
agreed and concluded that
imagination and innovation
were crucial to building a
greener and smarter city.
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above to view information related to the EMSD
Summit.

EMSD Summit — Imaginovate Hong Kong

To Explore Future City Development of Hong Kong

The Electrical and Mechanical Services
Department (EMSD) has always been at
the forefront of promoting the development
of the electrical and mechanical (E&M)
engineering industry. Apart from being a
service provider, EMSD also strives to be a
role model for the E&M industry by
regularly organising activities to promote
the development of the industry, such as
the earlier Technology Sharing Seminars
and the recent EMSD Summit. As
evidenced by the strong support and active
participation of scholars, experts and
stakeholders, the activities are
well-received by the industry.

The long-term city development of Hong
Kong is also a matter of concern to EMSD.
To promote technological innovation,
EMSD recently organised the EMSD
Summit to explore the latest city
development, which is also the grand finale
event to mark the 20th anniversary of the
Electrical and Mechanical Services
Trading Fund (EMSTF). The Summit
attracted overseas and local experts,
industry leaders and representatives from
our clients who shared their experience
and fruits of research to inspire innovative
ideas for Hong Kong's future development.

Themed "Imaginovate Hong Kong", the
Summit aimed to tap the latest trends of
city development, from the perspectives of
buildings, transportation, energy and
sustainability, for transforming Hong Kong
into a world-class city. It also motivated
and encouraged the engineering sector to
adopt innovative technologies to help
enhance our future quality of living.

The Summit was officiated by Mr. Paul
Chan, the Secretary for Development. In
his opening remarks, Mr. Chan
encouraged the participants to “think
outside the box” in the journey to
innovation, and invited contribution and
sharing from them to unleash the power of
innovation to help Hong Kong's
sustainable development. He added that
innovation was jointly owned by all parties
- academia, businesses, the community
and the Government, and through
investment in education, research, training
and incubation programmes, the parties
could collaborate on innovations and
development of new technologies.

In his welcoming speech, Mr. Frank Chan,
the Director of Electrical and Mechanical
Services, appealed to the delegates to
prepare for the key challenges ahead. He
remarked that the world had seen many
unexpected outcomes in 2016, and NOW
was the defining moment for us to shape
the future. He also indicated that the
Summit aimed at providing an opportunity
for the leaders of various disciplines to
explore the future and to foster exchange
of thoughts and wisdom, in a bid to
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Mr. Paul Chan, the Secretary for Development, officiated the opening and visited the exhibition of the Summit.
Next to him are Mr. Frank Chan, the Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services (1st right); Mr. Alfred Sit,
Deputy Director/Regulatory Services (1st left); and Mr. Tai Tak-him, Deputy Director/Trading Services (2nd left).

formulate "imaginative and innovative"
solutions for developing Hong Kong into a
"regenerative and sustainable" smart city.

A city should be flexible to adapt to future
development. Professor Steve Rayner of
the University of Oxford pointed out that
cities had always been the centre of
creativity and innovation. Technological
innovation could be considered broadly as
a ‘"socio-technical system". Thus, it
provided an opportunity to transform the
concept of sustainability as traditional
"damage control" into "regenerative
sustainability”, leading to the improvement
of natural environment and the quality of
human life. The key to the transformation
of the concept was the development of
flexible hardware and organisational
structures that allowed a city to continue to
evolve and adapt quickly to changing
social, demographic, economic and
environmental conditions.

Climate change and city development are
closely related. In his keynote address, Dr.
Otto Poon, the Co-founder and Past
Chairman of the Hong Kong Climate
Change Forum, expressed that in
response to the Paris Agreement's
ambitious targets for greenhouse gas
emissions, the engineering sector should
play a leading role in exploring different
measures to reduce carbon emissions,
such as renewable energy, smart city,
green transportation and  buildings.
Engineers should take the initiative to
develop innovative solutions to further
reduce carbon emissions and to improve

resiliency of urban infrastructures so as to
mitigate and adapt to the impact of climate
change.

The panel discussion of the Summit was
chaired by Mr. Frank Chan, the Director of
Electrical and Mechanical Services. The
panelists included Professor Steve Rayner
of the University of Oxford; Ms Christine
Loh, the Under Secretary for the
Environment; Mr. Yau Shing-mu, the
Under Secretary for Transport and
Housing; Mr. Joseph Choi, the President of
the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers;
and Mr. Paul Chong, the President of the
Hong Kong Federation of Electrical and
Mechanical Contractors Limited. The panel
discussion covered various topics,
including the global climate change, the
latest urbanisation trends and the
infrastructure development in Hong Kong.
The panelists appealed to the stakeholders
to embrace creativity and technological
advancement for achieving sustainable
development. They concluded that
imagination and innovation were crucial to
building a greener and smarter city.

The Summit attracted more than 400 trade
representatives, at which the speakers and
panelists had a lively and inspirational
discussion through sharing of experience
and visions in different engineering areas,
and the attendees participated actively in
the discussion on future city development.

P.3


http://www.emsd.gov.hk/en/emsd_summit/index.html

